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EXPLANATION. 


THE  Journal  Is  kept  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  near  the  middle  of  Pater- 
noller  row,  which  is  5 1 feet  higher  than  the  bed  of  the  river  Thames. 
The  Inftruments  ufed  are,  a perpendicular  Barometer  with  an  open  ciftern, 
two  Fahrenheit’s  Thermometers,  and  a De  Luc’s  Hygrometer.  The  Jour- 
nal of  each  month  is  divided  into  nine  columns,  which  contain  as  follow ; 

1 . The  Day  of  the  month,  with  the  letter  N or  F affixed  to  that  on  which 
the  moon  is  new  or  full. 

2.  The  Hour  of  obfervation,  morning  and  afternoon. 

3.  The  height  of  the  Barometer,  in  inches  and  100  parts : it  Is  placed  In 
a room  on  the  ground  floor. 

4.  The  degrees  of  the  Thermometer,  hung  out  at  a window,  up  one 
pair  of  flairs,  facing  the  north.  This  inflrument  when  expofed  three  ftories 
higher,  in  frofly  weather,  finks  from  2 to  3 degrees. 

5.  The  degrees  of  the  Thermometer,  placed  in  a paflhge  at  the  bottom 
of  a flaircafe,  where  there  is  no  fire-place. 

6.  The  degrees  of  the  Hygrometer,  hung  clofe  to  an  outward  door  that 
is  conflantly  open  in  the  daytime. 

7.  The  degrees  of  Cloudinefs;  the  fun  being  frequently  obfcured  with  3, 
and  feldom  vifible  with  4 ; but  when  h is  inferted,  the  atmofphere  is  fo  hazy 
above,  and  when  f,  fo  foggy  below,  that  no  diflinftion  of  clouds  is  per- 
ceptible. 

8.  The  point  and  force  of  the  Wind  ; 3 being  rather  brifk,  and  4 blow- 
ing ftrong. 

9.  Further  obfervations  and  intermediate  alterations  of  the  Weather ; in 
which  the  period  [.]  and  colon  [:]  are  ufed  to  denote  afpace  of  time  between 
any  change,  the  latter  being  a diflinfUon  for  midday  and  midnight. 

***  The  Remarks  on  Vegetation  are  obtained  from  a neighbouring  vil- 
lage; the  quantity  of  Rain  from  the  vicinity  of  Temple-bar;  an'd  the 
Obfervations  on  Difeafes  from  a medical  friend  in  the  city. 
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Meteorological  Journal,  j'anuary. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Air,  Vegetation,  &c.  in  January. 

S.  THE  froft  which  commenced  on  the  24th  of  December  continued  till 
laft  night,  when  fleet  changed  to  fmall  rain. — 9.  Brocoli  entirely  deftroyed 
by  the  late  froft,  and  all  other  kinds  of  cabbages  injured  in  fome  degree,  ex- 
cept borecole  or  curled  cole  wort. — 31.  The  coldeft  day  of  this  month,  ac- 
companied with  a great  fall  of  fnow  and  a brilk  eaft  wind. 

Ram  i inch  2 hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  January. 

ASTHMATIC  and  confumptive  complaints  continued  to  prove  very  fatal, 
and  the  mortality  among  thofe  much  advanced  in  years  was  great.  Small- 
pox ftill  continued  to  decline ; and  from  the  bills  of  mortality  it  appears  that 
fewer  deaths  have  happened  from  this  difeafe  in  the  prefent  month,  than  in 
any  month  fince  May  laft,  the  whole  amounting  to  190.  Mcafles  likewife 
have  been  very  favorable ; croup  has  now  and  then  occurred  ; and  toward  the 
end  of  the  month  fcarlet  fever  was  met  with  in  fome  diftrifts,  where  it  feemed 
likely  to  prevail.  The  burials  from  the  i ft  to  the  29th  were  1840, 


1799. 
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Meteorological  Journal,  February. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  Air,  Vegetation,  &c,  in  February. 

A FROST  commenced  on  the  28th  of  fafl:  month  and  continued  to  the  loth, 
or,  with  little  intermiflion,  to  the  14th  of  this  month;  the  coldefl:  day  was 
the  3d  inftant,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  24  and  never  higher  than  28. : 
much  fnow  fell,  particularly  in  the  firft  week,  that  many  roads  were  rendered 
impalTable  ; and  the  fnow  and  rain  which  fell  afterward,  caufed  high  floods 
and  much  damage  in  many  places  toward  the  end  of  the  month. — 15.  Snow- 
drops in  open  flower. — 20.  CrocuflTes  open  their  flower ; and  peas  fown  on 
the  1 7 th  ofDecember,  begin  to  appear  above  ground. — 26.  Goofeberry  bufhes 
begin  to  open  the  leaf. 

Rain  2 inches  41  hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  February. 


SCARLET  fever  continued  to  increafe  in  frequency,  as  feemed  probable 
in  the  laft  month;  it  was  not  now  confined  to  any  particular  diftrid,  but  met 
with  here  and  there  throughout  the  whole  metropolis ; in  fome  families  it 
proved  very  fatal ; the  writer  of  this  article,  faw  two  inftances  in  one  family, 
where  it  proved  fo  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  firfl:  appearance  of 
difeafe  ; one,  a child  of  eight  years  old,  where  no  eruption  ever  took  place, 
bat  where  the  countenance  was  pale  on  the  immediate  attack,  the  pulfe  ex- 
tremely feeble  and  frequent,  a firong  delirium,  and  almoft  a total  inability  to 
fwallow ; the  other,  an  infant  of  two  years  old,  had  a flight  efllorefcence  at 
firft,  which  was  of  very  Ihort  duration,  the  internal  fauces  became  very  much 
fwelled,  and  on  every  attempt  to  fwallow  the  child  was  thrown  into  fits  : in 
both  thefe  cafes  blifters  were  applied  without  any  alleviation  of  the  difeafe, 
and  death  took  place  within  the  period  above  ftated ; four  others  in  the  fame 
fainily  recovered  from  this  difeafe,  one  of  them  with 'difficulty  after  having 
been  in  confiderable  danger.  Peripneumonic  difeafes  continued  to  prevail ; 
and,  if  we  may  credit  the  bills  of  mortality,  451  have  died  from  confumption 
in  the  courfe  of  the  month,  a number  more  than  equal  to  the  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  mortality.  Smallpox  ftill  continued  rare  ; the  mortality  decreafing, 
being  fiill  confiderably  lefs  than  in  the  laft  month.  Rheumatic  affedions  were 
very  common,  and  gout  fevere  and  obftinate.  The  burials  from  the  29th  of 
January  to  the  26th  of  February  were  1797. 
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Meteorological  Journal,  March. 
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Weather,  &c. 


fine 

clear  night 

. clc^r  night 
. foggy,  hazy : fine 
. clear  night 
> fine 

• more  wind  and  fine 
. lefs  wind,  cloudy  eve 
little  fleet  frequently 
lefs  cloudy,  cloudy  eve  : little  fnow 
chiefly  gentle  fnow  but  lefs  cloudy  at  time# 
little  fleet : fnow 

. very  thick  upward,  foggy  : not  cloudy 
hazy,  wind  e : fleet 
hazy,  chiefly  gentle  fnow  and  fleet 
little  fnow  and  fleet ; fine 
. hazy 

hazy,  clear  eve.  thick  upward 
. little  foggy 
little  foggy 
. not  cloudy 

hazy,  thick  upward  at  eve 
. not  cloudy  : thick  upward 
. much  gentle  rain,  windf  night  and  fome 
chiefly  gentle  fnow  [fnow 

gentle  fnow.  drizzling  eve.  fair 
hazy,  lefs  cloudy  at  times 
. lefs  cloudy  night 
. thick  upward,  fine 
. little  fog.  thick  upward 

little  foggy,  thick  upward  at  eve 
. fine  and  wind  s 

. more  cloudy  and  little  rain,  fine  night 
little  foggy,  fine 
. cloudy  eve  ; gentle  rain 
little  gentle  rain 
. little  rain  : clear 
: not  cloudy 

hazy,  thick  upward  at  eve 

. chiefly  gentle  rain 

. little  gentle  rain 

. fog  : lefs  fog  and  not  cloudy 

. thick  upward  at  eve.  rain  in  the  night 

, little  rain,  fine 

. chiefly  cloudy  and  wet  at  times 

gentle  rain,  hazy  and  wind  w : not  cloudy 

hazy,  little  wet.  clear  night 

. more  wind,  cloudy,  gentle  rain 

. gentle  rain,  fine  and  lefs  wind,  clear  night 

. cloudy  at  times 

. cloudlefs  eve.  cloudy 

hazy,  lefs  cloudy 

hazy,  cloudlefs  night 

hazy,  wind  n ... 

hazy,  cloudy  and  little  rain,  windy  night 

. few  flakes  of  fnow.  fine 

, cloudy 

. little  fnow.  fine 
. cloudy  night  and  lefs  wind 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  thehi's.^  Vegetation,  in  March, 


8.  SINGLE  Hyacinths  in  flower. — 12.  Apricot  begins  tobloflbm. — 26 
Lilac  begins  to  unfurl  the  leaf ; peach  and  neflarine  to  bloflbm. — 28.  Horfe- 
cheftnut  begins  to  foliate ; daffodil  to  open  the  flower. — This  month  has  been 
cold  'and  foggy,  though  but  little  rain,  which,  with  the  deftrudive  froft  in 
January,  has  rendered  vegetables  remarkably  fcarce  and  dear : the  thermo- 
meter between  54,5  and  30,  and  the  mean  ftate  40,  the  fame  as  laft  month. 

Rain  47  hundredths  of  an  inch. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  March. 


SCARLET  fever  ftill  continued  to  prevail,  with  fymptoms  fimllar  to  thofe 
of  laft  month  : it  feemed  to  be  much  influenced  by  the  weather ; for  whenever 
a mild  Hate  of  the  atmofphere  was  fucceeded  by  a colder,  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  were  aggravated.  Jaundice  was  very  common  ; and  fmallpox 
much  on  the  decline,  the  mortality  being  lefs  than  at  any  time  within  twelve , 
months  pall.  The  burials  from  the  26th  of  February  to  the  2d  of  A_pril  were 
1768  ; and  during  the  laft  three  months  5405. 


1799. 


C 


t 1°  ] 


Meteorological  Journal,  April. 
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.£9,0  1 

54 

49 

63 

E 1 

16 

7 

29,78 

52 

49 

68 

h 

N E 0 

2 

29,73 

52,5 

52,5 

64 

3 

WSW  I 

17 

7 

29,72 

47 

5»,5 

68 

5 

SSE  I 

2 

29.77 

51 

43 

55 

3 

SSW  3 

18 

7 

29,59 

41 

48,5 

59 

SSW  2 

2 

29,58 

48 

5° 

52 

3 

SSW  2 

19 

7 

29.53 

43,5 

49 

64 

f 

ESE  I 

F 

<2, 

29,65 

47 

57 

59 

5 

WKW  T 

20 

7 

29,82 

41 

48,5 

61 

5 

KNW  2 

2 

29,90 

48,5 

5' 

56 

3 

N N W 2 

21 

7 

29,97 

42 

60 

5 

NW  I 

2 

30,01 

48,5 

56 

4 

N I 

22 

7 

30,03 

4» 

47 

59 

h 

WSW  2 

2 

30,00 

48 

49 

54 

5 

SSW  3 

*3 

7 

29,9. 

45  5 

49,5 

68 

h 

SE  1 

2 

29,95 

51,5 

52 

62 

5 

E 2 

24 

7 

30,03 

4«,S 

49,5 

62 

5 

N 3 

2 

30,08 

47,5 

50 

58 

5 

N 3 

25 

7 

30,14 

38,5 

48 

55 

5 

N 1 

2 

30,14 

47,5 
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49 
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50 
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5 
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30,07 

54 

42 
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NW  I 

29 
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4* 
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5 
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30,11 

48,5 
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N 3 

30 
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42 
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N 1 
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30,15 

48 

49 

55 
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Weather,  &c. 


. more  wind 
. cloudy  eve 

. little  fnow  but  chiefly  fine 
. little  fnow,  cloudy  night 
hazy 

hazy,  lefs  wind,  clear  night 

. cloudy  eve  and  more  wind  : rain 
rain,  lefs  wind,  fair  : fine 
hazy,  cloudy  night : little  rain 

hazy 

: gentle  rain 

little  rain  : not  cloudy 

hazy,  rain  at  times  but  chiefly  fine 

. more  wind,  fliower. 

. fliower.  cloudy  night  : rain 

chiefly  gentle  rain  but  lefs  cloudy  at  timet 

. more  wind.  fine,  lefs  wind,  clear  night 

. rain,  fine  night 
. chiefly  cloudy  and  little  rain 
. chiefly  fine  but  little  rain  at  limes 
. fine,  cloudy 

. chiefly  fine,  cloudlefs  night 
. cloudy 

. moie  wind,  fine  eve.  cloudy  : little  raia 
. fine 

. rain  and  fine  at  night : gentle  rain 
little  rain  : not  cloudy 
. chiefly  cloudy  and  rain  at  times 
little  rain,  more  wind  : fine 
. little  rain  at  times 
. little  rain  at  times 
. little  hail  : rain 
little  rain  at  times  : not  cloudy 
. chiefly  gentle  rain 
. fine,  little  rain  at  times 
. cloudy  eve  and  little  rain  at  times 
litti:  wet  at  times  and  lefs  cloudy 
. chiefly  fine 
not  cloudy,  cloudy 
chiefly  gentle  rain  and  lefs  wind 
. gentle  rain  at  times 
! more  wind  and  little  wet  at  time* 
little  finall  rain 
. little  rain  at  times 
. fine  : cloudy 
. fleet  at  eve.  drizzling 
little  wet.  lefs  cloudy  at  times 
. little  wet ; lefs  cloudy 
. more  cloudy 
. little  wet 
. lefs  cloudy  at  times 
more  cloudy,  little  rain 
. r.iin  at  limes  but  chiefly  fine 
. nVore  cloudy  and  little  rain,  lefs  wind 

. cloudlefs  hazy  n’ght 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Vegetation,  in  April. 

5.  THE  hygrometer  at  75,  in  the  morning,  five  degrees  more  than  on  any 
other  day  fince  the  15th  of  December  lalh — 10.  Almond  tree  begins  to  blof- 
om,  and  hawthorn  to  foliate. — Vegetation  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  the 
onufual  coldnefs  and  moifture  of  this  month,  in  which  there  has  not  been  above 
nine  days  free  from  hail,  fnow,  fleet,  or  rain  : trees,  in  general,  are  as  naked 
as  in  the  depth  of  winter.  The  range  of  the  thermometer  was  from  30  to  54, 
the  fame  as  it  was  in  March ; but  the  temperature  has  been  more  equal  than 
in  that  month,  its  mean  flate  (44,5)  being  four  and  a half  degrees  warmer  : 
feven  and  a half  degrees  is  all  the  increafe  of  mean  heat  fince  the  month  of 
January.  The  wind  was  very  unfteady  and  in  all  points,  but  moll  between 
the  north  and  eaft,  and  leaft  between  the  fouth  and  eaft.  The  barometer  was 
alfo  unfteady,  varying  from  29,34  to  30,28,  but  giving  the  mean  29,89. 

Rain  i inch  83  hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  April, 

\ 

SCARLET  fever,  which  had  been  prevalent  in  the  former  months,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  was  on  the  decline,  and  toward  the  end  of  it  was  not  often 
met  with  : the  fymptoms  continued  nearly  the  fame  as  before.  A few  cafes 
of  croup  occurred,  with  a fatal  termination.  Meafles  and  fmallpox  were  both 
rare ; but  hooping  cough  ftill  very  common.  Jaundice  was  prevalent,  and 
with  thofe  advanced  in  life,  or  with  whom  it  was  the  confequence  of  in- 
temperance, very  obftinate.  Rheumatic  fever  was  often  met  with,  and  where 
evacuations  had  not  been  early  attended  to,  was  of  long  duration.  The  burials, 
from  the  zd  to  the  30th  of  April,  were  1527  ; of  which  44  only  were  from 
fmallpox,  a number  much  lefs  than  has  occurred  in  the  fame  period  within  the 
laft  twelve  months. 


[ 12  ] 


Meteorological  Journal,  May, 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Air,  Vegetation,  &c.  in  May. 

6.  THE  thermometer  63  at  two  in  the  afternoon  ; it  had  never  reached 
55  before  in  this  year,  except  on  two  days  fo  far  back  as  February. — Elm  be- 
gins to  foliate  ; and  ftandard  green-gage  plum  to  blolTom.— 8.  Pear  and  May- 
duke  cherry  in  bloflbm. — 10.  Afparagus  cut. — 18.  Apple  trees  bloflbm. — 22. 
Vine  begins  to  foliate  ; and  lily  of  the  valley  to  flower. — 24.  Lilac  and  horfe- 
cheftnut  in  bloflbm. — 30.  Laburnum  and  hawthorn  in  bloflbm. — Though  the 
thermometer  was  never  below  40  in  this  month,  its  mean  date  was  no  more 
than  52,  which  is  nearly  two  degrees  colder  than  any  preceding  May  for  at 
l^aft  thirteen  years. 

Rain  i inch  89  hundredths.  , 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  May. 


SMALL  aphthous  ulcerations  of  the  tongue  and  fauces  were  among  the 
moft  common  fymptoms  of  this  month  j fever  in  a flight  degree,  with  head- 
ach,  and  its  other  ufual  fymptoms  accompanied  them ; much  languor  and  de- 
bility, with  pains  in  the  legs,  were  added  : all  thefe  fymptoms  were  evidently 
owing  to  acrid  accumulations  in  the  fird  paflages  ; for  after  the  ufe  of  purga- 
tives, two  or  three  times  repeated,  they  difappeared,  and  health  wrs  redprcd. 
Jaundice  and  rheumatic  fever  Hill  continued  to  prevail ; but  eruptive  fevers, 
fuch  as  meafles  and  fmallpox,  which  ufually  prevailed  much  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  were  not  very  frequently  met  with ; the  mortality  of  the  latter  was 
dill  decreafing,  the  burials  in  the  couffe  of  the  month  being  only  36  ; and  the 
whole  mortality  was  1394. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  //;(?  Air,  Vegetation^  ^c,  in  June. 


6.  PEONY  flowers,  and  mulberry  tree  foliates. — lo.  Honeyfuckle  and 
rofe  de  meux  flowers. — 23.  Elder  tree  flowers. — 27.  Scarlet  ftrawberries 
gathered. — Though  but  little  rain  fell  in  this  month,  the  air  was  not  to  be 
deemed  dry,  the  hygrometer  being  never  lefs  than  46,  and  its  meanflate  53. 

Rain  59  hundredths  of  an  inch, 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  June. 


APHTHOUS  ulcerations  of  the  mouth  ftiU  continued  to  prevail ; and  rheu- 
matic fever  became  more  frequent  than  in  the  lafl:  month.  Inflammation  of 
the  eyes  was  very  common  ; in  fome  inftances  occafioning  extreme  pain, 
which  did  not  abate  for  two  or  three  days,  even  where  local  as  well  as  gene- 
ral bleeding  was  made  ufe  of : fmall  ulcerations  of  the  eyelids  were  alfo  fre- 
quent. Eryfipelas  was  occafionally  met  with,  and,  on  the  whole,  fevere. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  month  meafles  began  to  fpread ; but  as  the  weather 
was  moderate  the  fymptoms  did  not  run  high,  and  the  cough,  which  is  com- 
monly fevere,  was  foon  removed.  Smallpox  was  likewife  favorable.  The 
burials  from  the  28th  of  May  to  the  2d  of  July,  were  1404;  and  from  the 
2d  of  April  to  the  2d  of  July  4325,  being  1080  lefs  than  in  the  former  three 
months. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Aik  ^ Vegetation,  yc.  in  July. 


2.  CURRANTS  begin  to  turn  red. — 4.  Portugal  laurel  in  bloflbm. — 10. 
Rafpberries  begin  to  ripen. — 14.  White  lily  in  flower. — 30.  Rye  cut. — This 
month  has  been  remarkably  rainy : after  the  6th,  there  was  only  fix  days  fair, 
and  they  for  the  mod  part  hazy  or  cloudy  ; and  the  28th  was  the  moifteft  day 
hitherto  of  the  prefent  year.  The  range  of  the  barometer  was  little  more  than 
an  inch ; never  lower  than  29,32,  and  its  mean ftate  was  29,95.  greatefl: 

height  of  the  thermometer  was  73,  five  degrees  lower  than  laft  month;  but 
the  mean  height,  62,5,  was  nearly  four  degrees  higher. 

Rain  3 inches  1 4 hundredths. , 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  July. 

MEASLES,  which  began  to  fpread  in  the  laft  month,  continued  to  pre- 
vail ; but  the  fymptoms  were  mild,  and  the  mortality  fmall,  confidering  the 
number  afilided.  Smallpox  did  not  prove  quite  fo  favorable ; malignant 
fymptoms,  and  a confluent  eruption,  being  rather  frequent.  Scarlet  fever, 
toward  the  end  of  the  month,  was  often  met  with ; the  inflammatory  kind  was 
moft  prevalent,  feldom  attended  with  a low  pulfe,  or  with  fymptoms  of 
typhus-,  the  patients  of  courfe  required  little  attention,  and  foon  recovered. 
No  other  difeafe  occurred,  worthy  of  notice.  The  burials  from  the  2d  to 
the  30th  were  1055,  which  is  confiderably  lefs  than  in  any  preceding 
month  of  the  year. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Ki's.^  Vegetation,  in  Auguft. 


19.  AMERICAN  lilac  begins  to  flower. —2 1.  Wheat fiarvefl:  commences.. 
This  month  was  rainy,  and  very  cold  for,  the  feafon.  The  rain  was  not  fq 
confiderable  here  as  in  the  laft  month;  but  150  miles  northward  it  has  beeri 
greater,  and  done  much  damage  by  floods.  The  range  of  the  barometer  was 
only  nine  tenths  of  an  inch,  and  its  mean  flate  zg,gi  : the  thermometer  was 
never  higher  than  69,5  ; its  mean  Hate  two  degrees  lower  than  laft  month, 
and  not  two  degrees  more  than  the  mean  heat  of  June. 

Rain  2 inches  32  hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  In  Auguft. 


INFLAMMATION  of  the  eyes  was  the  mod  prevailing  difeafe  of  this 
month ; the  pain  was  not  in  general  great,  though  the  enlargement  of  the 
yelTels  of  the  cornea  was  very  confiderable ; it  was  not  unufual  for  it  to 
pafs  from  one  eye  to  the  other,  and  to  continue  for  fome  time.  Pains  in  the 
ftomach  were  very  common,  and  generally  fevere ; they  were  often  attended 
by  iiritations  of  the  bowels  and  evacuations  of  acrid  bilious  matter,  and  now 
and  then  by  diarrhaa  ; the  fpirits  were  very  much  deprefled,  the  heat  of  the 
fkin  confiderable,  particularly  of  the  hands,  though  the  pulfe  was  very  little 
altered  from  the  natural  flate : warm  purgatives  were  the  bed  medicines, 
though  it  was  neceffary  to  repeat  them  frequently  to  procure  permanent  relief. 
Smallpox  was  not  fo  common  as  in  the  laft  month,  and  at  the  end  of  this  was 
feldom  met  with.  Meafles  was  more  frequent,  but  Hill  continued  mild. 
Scarlet  fever  was  more  prevalent,  and  attended  with  more  mortality  than  in 
any  preceding  portion  of  the  year.  Many  inftances  occurred  of  fudden  death. 
The  burials  from  the  30th  of  July  to  the  3d  of  September,  ■were  1304. 
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Meteorological  Journal,  September. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Air,  Vegetation,  bV.  in  September. 

lo.  PEACHES,  neflarines,  and  mulberries  begin  to  ripen. — 17.  Black 
clufter  grapes  begin  to  change  colour. — The  former  part  of  the  month  (for 
ten  days)  was  fine  feafonable  weather ; but  the  reft  was  exceedingly  rainy, 
though  a fine  day  now  and  then  intervened ; the  hygrometer  was  at  82  on 
the  22d  day ; its  mean  Hate  for  the  rainy  period  was  65,  and  for  the  other 

57- 

R.ain  3 inches  3 hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  September. 

DIARRHCEA,  which  commonly  prevails  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  was 
not  much  met  with  ; but  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  fuch  as  were  noticed  in 
the  laft  month,  flill  continued  to  prevail : calomel,  atiifted  by  warm  purga- 
tives, now  feemed  the  beft  remedies.  A low  kind  of  fdver  now  and  then  oc- 
curred toward  the  clofe  of  the  month  ; none  of  the  fymptoms  feemed  to  run 
•high,  the  pulfe  was  not  very  frequent,  the  tongue  not  dry,  little  or  no  deli- 
rium, yet  it  frequently  proved  fatal  when  no  danger  was  fufpeded.  Acute 
rheumatifm  w'as  pretty  common,  and  in  general  obftinate ; as  were  likewife 
gouty  affedlions.  Smallpox  rather  more  prevalent,  particularly  at  the  end 
of  the  month.  The  mortality  was  ftill  leflening  ; the  burials  from  the  3d  of 
September  to  the  ift  of  Odlober  were  Q94  ; and  from  the  2d  of  July  to  the 
ift  of  Odtober  3353,  being  972  lefs  than  in  the  preceding  three  months,  and 
2052  left  than  in  the  firft  three  months  of  the  year. 


1799. 
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Meteorological  Journal,  Oaober. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Vegetation,  in  Oiflober. 


I.  HORSE-CHESTNUTS  begin  to  flip  the  hull. — 8.  Black  duller  grapes 
gathered. — 28.  Chryfanthemum  Indicum  in  flower. — This  month  was  more 
uniformly  rainy  than  the  laft,  but  the  quantity  which  fell  was  nearly  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  lefs.  In  the  courfe  of  this  and  the  three  preceding  months, 
the  fall  of  rain  has  been  almoft  eleven  inches ; and  the  mean  Hate  of  the  baro- 
meter was  pretty  equal  in  all  of  them,  not  a tenth  Ihort  of  thirty  inches. 

Rain  2 inches  37  hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  0£lober. 

THE  low  fever  of  laft  month  degenerated  into  typhus,  and  proved  rather 
fatal  : its  progrefs  was  flow  ; fcldom  terminating  fatally  before  the  fourteenth 
day,  and  frequently  going  on  to  the  twenty-firft  before  any  criils  took  place  : 
the  fymptoms  at  its  commencement  were  fimilar  to  thofe  before  obferved, 
which  were  fucceeded  by  comatofe  affeclions  and  a ftrong  propenfity  to  fleep  ; 
in  many  inftances  a diarrhtea  took  place,  in  which  the  ftools  were  dark  and 
ofienfive.  Febrile  difeafes  of  all  kinds  feemed  to  put  on  the  fame  general 
tendency,  particularly  fmallpox,  whi.h  proved  more  fatal  than  at  any  period 
lince  March  laft.  Dyfenteric  complaints  were  very  common,  and  particularly 
obftinate,  not  yielding  to  the  ufual  remedies,  but  going  on  to  a conflderable 
length,  having  now  and  then  a fatal  termination.  Mealies  and  hooping  cough 
were  very  frequent  but  rather  mild.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  fcarlet  fever 
began  to  prevail.  The  burials  from  the  ill  of  Odober  to  the  29th,  were 
1314. 
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. little  rain,  fine  night 
. much  rain 

rain,  windy  and  much  rain  : fair  morn 
. little  wet.  fine  and  lefs  wind 
little  rain,  fine  eve 
: more  cloudy 
. lefs  wind  and  fine  s rain 
drizzling,  fine 

hazy,  little  rain  at  eve.  chudlefs 
foggy,  little  rain,  fine 
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foggy  ; thick  upevard 
. drizzling,  brighter  eve.  rain 

. chiefly  fmall  rain 
. little  wet  at  times  and  more  wind 
. fine  night 

hazy  : cloudy  and  little  wet 
. chiefly  cloudy  : lets  wind  and  little  rain 
hazy,  little  wet  at  times 
. little  rain,  lefs  cloudy  night  : little  rain 
little  rain 

hazy,  little  wet  at  times  ! much  rain 
rain,  fair;  not  cloudy 
foggy,  thick  upward,  foggy  night 
drizzling  fog.  brighter 
hazy,  lefs  cloudy 


hazy,  thick  upward  : not  cloudy 
not  cloudy,  brighter  and  cloudlefs 
hazy,  foggy  eve.  low  log 
not  cloudy,  more  foggy 
, thick  upward  at  niglat 
drizzling  fog.  cloudy 
foggy,  drizzling  night : fair 

hazy 

. thick  upward 

. thick  upward 
. thick  upward  at  night 

: clear 

little  foggy,  fine 
••  foggy  , , j 

. brighter  and  rather  cloudy 
hazy,  thick  upward  at  night 
. fine 

hazy,  clear  night,  hazy 
not  cloudy,  thick  upward 
. fine  night,  thick  upward 
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’Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Am  ^ Vegetation,  itfc.  in  November. 

1 2.  THE  air  warmer  ouc  of  door  than  in  the  houfe  the  whole  of  the  day. — 
25.  Provence  rofe  and  polyanthus  continue  to  flower.  Black  duller  grapes, 
noticed  laft  month,  proved  finer  than  ever  remembered ; but  the  fiveet  water 
kind  only  grew  to  a very  frnall  fize,  and  did  not  ripen. — 30.  Mulberry  tree 
not  parted  with  all  its  leaves  till  now. — This  month  was  mild,  the  mean  Hate 
of  the  thermometer  being  46,5,  and,  except  three  mornings,  was  never 
lower  than  38,5.  It  was  alfo  moill,  the  mean  Hate  of  the  hygrometer  being 
67  ; but  the  rain  that  fell  was  almoll  wholly  in  the  former  half  of  it,  and  the 
latter  part  was  tolerably  fine,  accompanied  with  flighter  fogs  than  ufual  at 
this  feafpn. 

Rain  i inch  71  hundredths. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  November. 

THE  fever  of  laft  month  continued  to  prevail,  with  Cmilar  fymptoms. 
Dyfentery  became  ftill  more  frequent,  and  in  many  inftances,  after  feeming 
to  give  way  to  different  rerhedies,  returned  with  confiderable  violence : the 
moll  fuccefsful  mode  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  purgatives  of  calomel,  affill- 
ed  by  rhubarb,  giving  afterward  tellaceous  medicines  and  opium,  keeping 
the  body  warm,  affilling  perfpiration,  abllaining  from  vegetables  and  fruit, 
and  diluting  plentifully  with  broths  made  from  animal  food.  Lying-in  wo- 
men fufferedmuch  by  fever,  as  well  as  by  dyfenteric  complaints  ; thefefeem- 
ed  to  prevail  as  much  among  thofe  in  comfortable  iituations  of  life,  as  among 
the  poor.  Mealies  and  fmallpox  were  Hill  very  frequent,  and  more  fevere 
than  during  the  preceding  month.  Scarlet  fever,  although  frequent,  did  ndf 
prevail  fo  much  as  feemed  probable  at  the  latter  part  of  laft  month.  The 
burials  from  the  30th  of  Odlober  to  the  3d  of  December  were  1717. 
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Remarks  on  the  State  of  the  Vegetation,  &c.  /«  December. 


THE  firft  fix  days  were  fimilar  to  the  latter  part  oflafi:  month,  after  which 
colder  winds  commenced,  and  elms  and  other  trees  became  wholly  divefted 
of  their  remaining  leaveL  A fevere  frofl:  commenced  early  on  the  19th,  and 
continued  to  remain  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  lafl:  day  of  which  was  the 
coldert  day  of  the  vear.  Little  rain  or  fnow  fell,  but  the  moifture  of  the  at- 
mofphere  was  confiderable,  and  more  equably  humid  than  in  any  other  month 
of  the  year. 

Rain  38  hundredths  of  an  inch. 


Observations  on  the  Diseases  in  December. 


SCARLET  fever,  which  appeared  to  languilh  during  the  lad  month,  re- 
vived again,  and  became  not  only  a very  frequent  but  a very  dangerous 
difeafe ; its  progrefs  (particularly  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town)  being  marked 
by  the  word  fymptoms,  and  being  attended  by  a confiderable  mortality. 
Smallpox  likewife  proved  proportionably  fatal.  Meades  prevailed  very  gene- 
rally, and  were  attended  with  great  mortality,  fixty-nine  being  reported,  by 
the  bills  of  mortality,  to  have  died  of  this  difeafe  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 
Rheumatifm  was  likevvile  frequent.  Dyfenteric  complaints  were  dill  met 
with,  but  were  neither  lb  frequent  nor  obftinate  as  during  the  lad  month. 
The  burials  from  the  3d  to  the  3id  were  1739  ; and  for  the  lad  three  months 
4765,  being  430  more  than  in  any  quarter  of  the  prefent  year.  The  num- 
ber of  burials  for  the  whole  year  is  17,848,  being  1129  lefs  than  lad  year, 
of  which  1000  are  reported  to  have  died  of  the  fmallpox,  fewer  than  tl.e 
former  year  by  1385.  The  general  bill  of  mortality  is  made  up  from  De- 
cember II,  1798,  to  December  10,  1799,  by  which  there  appears  a dimi- 
nution of  2 1 only  in  the  burials  of  the  prefent  year. 
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Ci  caUj^y  and  mean  State  of  the  Bnromcter,  Thermometer,  and 
Hygrometer,  and  the  ^lantity  of  Rain,  in  the  Tear  1799. 
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L. 

M. 

G. 

h. 

M. 

G. 

L. 

M. 

Inch. 

Jan.  . 

1 

20,34  30,02 

t 

50,5 

a6 

37 

50,5 

40 

44.5 
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General  Remarks  on  the  Weather  in  1799. 

THE  dillinguirtiing  charafter  of  this  year  is  its  coldnefs,  the  mean  tempe- 
rature being  a little  Ihort  of  49  degrees,  'i  here  was  little  appearance  of 
fpring  at  the  end  of  April,  and  the  following  month  was  the  coldeft  May 
for,  at  lead,  thirteen  years  path  From  the  8th  of  July  to  the  16th  of  No- 
vember was  a rainy  period,  except  the  firft  ten  days  in  September,  which 
were  fine  and  feafonable. 
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